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“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Scripture:
“Lift up your heads, O gates, And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory
may come in! Who is the King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, The LORD mighty in
battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift them up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory
may come in! Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.”
(Psalm 24:7-10 NAS, Ref. 1)
Background:
Georg Weissel (1590 – 1635) was a German Lutheran minister
and hymn writer. Born in Domnau in East Prussia, Weissel
studied theology and music at the University of Königsberg. After
working as a rector in Friedland, he was ordained as minister of
the Altrossgarten Church in Königsberg on the second Sunday in
Advent 1623. (Ref. 2) Weissel was one of the most important of
the earlier hymn-writers of Prussia. (Ref. 3)
Georg Weissel lived through and “died at the height of the Thirty
Years War – a period of unspeakable horror in Germany. Due to
the war, repeated plagues, and other disasters, the population of
sixteen million dwindled to only six million in thirty short years.”
(Ref. 4)
Despite the horrors that surrounded him, Pastor Weissel, was
inspired by Psalm 24 to write this hymn. “In that psalm, David
was calling the people of Jerusalem to prepare for the coming of
the Ark of the Covenant into the city—the Ark that was destined
to reside in the Holy of Holies, the holiest part of the temple—the
Ark that represented the presence of the Lord among the people.
David was calling his people to open the gates so that the Lord
could enter their city—so that God could dwell among them and
be Lord of their lives.” (Ref. 5)

The Altrossgarten Church
in Königsberg, Germany
which Weissel inaugurated
in 1623 and where he
served as minister
(Ref. 2)

“In like manner, this hymn calls us to open the gates of our hearts so that the Lord can enter
there. It calls us to make our heart a temple—a holy place fit for the Lord’s presence—a place
‘adorned with prayer and love and joy.’ ” (Ref. 5)
“As we sing this hymn, consider whether you have invited God to dwell in your heart. Consider
whether you have invited God to dwell in your home. Consider whether you have welcomed
God to be a part of your life.” (Ref. 5)
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